Dear Elders-At-Large

Here are our notes on the September Symposium, held on September 12 & 13, 2007, in Waterloo, Ontario
The purpose of the meeting was cross-border cooperation  to design and advance continuing education of CLC members and guides in the light of the new cosmology.  

The initial suggestion was to look at developing a continuing workshop for guides with a focus on a planetary spirituality.  As the meeting progressed however, we found ourselves focusing increasingly on the rituals of the First and Second Round.  Here is what emerged.

1. We are part of a mysterious larger story which helps us be authentic to our own Christian story.  Recognizing this helps us to develop an interior life that is attuned to our planet and our universe.
2. My DNA is the thread that goes back to the Big Bang.  Jesus entered his interiority to find the power to live his life.  I too, must go into my interior to discover my (spiritual?) DNA.

3. Participation in the Second Round is the key to becoming better guides but it is often a dead end.  When it works, it is wonderful.  How do we get it to work?  
4. The interior position of each member is most important.  Can members trust the process and be open to the Spirit?  We need to be vulnerable to allow the Second round to become meaningful.

5. The Second Round is the holy of holies of the community.  

6. It is possible to bring about a transformation of consciousness in CLC members and their guides through ritual (First and Second Round), symbol, and practice (Meditation).  Explore music, chanting, drumming, graphic art as paths to  transformation of consciousness;  this metamorphosis is essential to embracing a planetary spirituality.

7. Meditation (Deep Silence) is the source of energy for the community.
8. What is our responsibility in preparing for and sharing in the First Round?  If the first Round is done responsibly, the Second Round will readily become a communal discernment.
9. The Examen, done faithfully, is the preparation for the First Round.

10. The process is a spiral:  Examen ( First Round ( Second Round ( Outreach, which will lead the community back to the Examen.

11. The energy flows in the body reflect energy flows in the community and in the universe. The three are intimately linked.
12. Parker Palmer’s Circles of Trust shed light on small group dynamics and echo the energy flow of the chakras.

